Couple accused of abusing teen

Prosecutors say the
Buckner residents kept
the disabled girl captive
in their basement.
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Thie Kansas City Star

Prosecutors on Tuesday ac-
cused a Buckner couple of
Il:ee;:ing a disabled teenager,
their second cousin, captive in
their basement.

Thomas E Silkwood and Eli-
zabeth G. Silkwood, both 43,
face one count each of felo-
mious restraint and third-de-
gree elder abuse in Jackson
County Circuit Court. Thomas
Silkwood also faces a charge of
m domestic as-

choking and
hitting the 19-year-old.
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the

— whom she called
aunt and uncle — her in
the basement of their for
more than a year.

The woman said she often
was forced to use a bucket or a
bleach bottle when she had to
g0 to the bathroom. Instead of
a bed, she t on two couch
cushions a pillowcase
stuffed with shirts,

“Sometimes she would go
weeks at a time without being
able to bathe” Jackson Coun
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was given just one meal a
dayt'fhisﬂ'ﬂm isolated inci-

never forced the 19-

year-old to use a bucket or bot-
tle as abathroom.

ing.
Picerno said the Silkwoods
surrendered  to

imum sentence of 15 vears in
prison. Elizabeth Silkwood
would face 3 maximum sen-
tence of eight years. Neither
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The Star's Joe Lambe
contributed to this report.
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