Speed, justice
issues sparked
by sentencing

By JOE LAMBE
o Brat Writeg | oclfoye

Justize car move quickly in Jackson County Cir-
cl Court. It usually has no choice

Enunlg:i prosecutors, for one thing, filed more than
hall of Missouri’s 26,000 felony cases last yeéar. The
county also is under a federal court order to keep
down the population of its jail, where most prisoners
are awaiting trial.

But old issues of ipeed, justice and constitutionl
rights Mared last week when a Circuit Court judge or-
dered an assistant public defender to jail for 15 days
His crime: One too many delays

Mingled among those longstanding concerns was a
new twist: Should judges delay mﬁe cases almost a
year to allow DNA testing for both the prosecution
and defense?

" "The minule you allow a case to be delayed for
tomething like DNA, there will be DNA requests
. filed in =very case,” Circuit Judge William F. Mauer
ul;lid, “The Circuit Court needs to have a policy on
v Thia
Mauer s:n!m:-d John Anthony Picerno to jail
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